MY STORY CAN BEAT P YOUR STORY!
Episode Breakdown - CSI:NY - Season 5/Episode 22 - Yahrzeit

FORMAT: Police Procedural (Who, What, When, Where, How, Why?)

TEASER + 4 ACTS

‘A’ QUESTION (Main Goal) - Who did it?
‘B’ QUESTION - Why did they do it?

‘C’ QUESTION - How did they do it?

‘D’ EMOTIONAL/SPIRITUAL COMPONENT

ORPHAN TEASER
1 ‘A’ question Man is killed during an exclusive jewelry auction. The
introduced teaser ends with a line about the auction house being set

to make a killing. “They’re not the only one.”

END ON A STRONG BUTTON
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Orphan (cont) ACT ONE
First lead. Mac discovers a phone on the victim with an outgoing call
(A) being made. They want to find out to whom.
First discovery | Stella and Danny follow the blood trail and find the room
(A) where the victim was shot.
Mystery and/or | Autopsy room. A series of eight dots are found on the
Encounter victim’s back. Bullet that shot him should have gone all
(B, C) the way through. He was also stabbed in the same spot.
Could it have been two perps?
Emotional Sheldon gets a call that his uncle died of a heart attack.
component He’s very upset.
(D)
Mystery Adam tells Mac that the bullet had a steel core,
escalates manufactured in the early 1940’s, which explains why the
(C) bullet didn’t go through the victim (the gunpowder was
old). Mac figures they should be looking for an old gun.
‘A’ question Danny is following up on the outgoing phone call. The call
connects to was made to a neo-Nazi. Mac realized that the 8 dots on
mystery the victim’s back makes the shape of a swastika.
(A, B)
Investigation Sheldon arrives back at the office, his flight to the funeral
complication was delayed and thinks that work will take his mind off
(A, B, D) his uncle’s death. Danny is about to interview the neo-
Nazi and Sheldon wants to tag along. Danny doesn’t think
it's a good idea as Sheldon is black. Sheldon doesn'’t care.
That’s the neo-Nazi’s problem, not his.
Solving ‘A’ Danny and Sheldon interview the neo-Nazi where he
question more | works. He’s a nasty neo-Nazi! He insults Sheldon and
complicated Danny beats him to the ground.
than it appeared.
(A)
CENTRAL Is the neo-Nazi the killer, why was the victim killed, how
QUESTION was the victim killed?
END ON A STRONG BUTTON
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WANDERER ACT TWO
10 Yes (A, with D | Neo-Nazi is interrogated. Sheldon is mad at Danny for
interlude) sticking up for him. Sheldon relates a story about his

uncle. He leaves to catch his plane. Mac enters to
interrogate the neo-Nazi. Threatens him with a parole
violation for spitting on Sheldon. He asks about the
victim.

11 No (A) The neo-Nazi didn’t know that the victim was dead. He
thought he heard the victim arguing with someone over
the phone, someone named Abraham.

12 Yes (A, B) Mac goes to an old man’s pawn shop, Abraham. Mac
knows he was a guest at the auction house. Abraham
knows the victim who was trying to work a scam at the
auction with a piece of jewelry that belonged to
Abraham’s dead wife. Abraham didn’t know the victim
was killed.

13 No (B) He says he left after the preview and wasn’t there for the
auction. Mac wants to know why Abraham wanted to sell
the jewelry if it meant so much to him. Abraham is
worried about his adult son and the jewelry sold for over
$300,000. Mac notices scratches on Abraham’s arm. He
asks about them and Abraham says he got into an
argument with the victim. Mac sees that Abraham'’s arm is
tattooed with a number when he takes a picture of the
bruises.

14 Yes (C) Adam demonstrates for Mac an old Luger with a knife
attached to the bottom. It creates a wound that matches
the one on the victim. He shows Mac a photo of a Nazi
officer with just such a gun. This rules out two perps. Mac
gets a call that someone broke into the victim’s apartment.

15 No (A) Intruder apparently ran off quickly as the place doesn’t
look robbed.
16 Yes (A, B) Mac sees a few books overturned and some marks on the

bookcase. Mac and Don move the bookcase and find a
closet behind it with a Nazi flag on the wall as well as
various bits of Judaica. Mac finds a journal on the floor
with the name Esther Schnitzler in it, as well as a silver
cup filled with pulled teeth filled with gold. A print on the
broken door matches the neo-Nazi who had just been
released by the police.

END ON A STRONG BUTTON
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WARRIOR

ACT THREE

17

No (A)

The neo-Nazi puts up a fight when the police go to arrest
him. Still claims he didn’t kill the victim.

18

Yes (B, C)

Adam shows Mac a room filled with Nazi paraphernalia
which includes guns and a computer showing a website
where people are auctioning off Holocaust memorabilia.
They assume this was the neo-Nazi’'s motive.

19

No (D)

Mac talks to a representative from a Jewish agency and
suggests that they can return the Judaica to the relatives.
Mac is making this a priority for the NYPD. Mac shares
that his father helped liberate Buchenwald. The Jewish
agency rep says that it's unlikely because it was a long
time ago and only 900,000 people survived.

20

Yes (A, B)

They do a search on a Holocaust remembrance website for
the name Esther Schnitzler. Find a series of videos with
interviews. Discover in the interview videos that a
German boy offered to get Esther to safety for a “price.”
We discover she had an expensive piece of jewelry. We
see this dramatized in a flashback wherein we see Esther
drawing in the journal and we see that she was betrayed
by the German boy who was with the Hitler youth. Mac
gets a copy of the video interview he just watched.

21

No (A, B, C)

(Investigation in
peril)

Back at the station, Danny tells Mac he’s got two weeks
suspension for beating the neo-Nazi. Mac talks with
Lindsay who says they weren’t able to piece together the
murder weapon. They’re back at square one. The neo-
Nazi wasn’t around when the victim was Kkilled. The last
person who saw the victim alive was a model who was at
the auction.

22

Big Yes (A, B
resolved, C
resolved)

Mac realizes she’s wearing a brooch that matches the
design he saw in Esther’s journal. The brooch is traced
back to Abraham who, thanks to some quick age
progression software, is determined to be the German
youth who betrayed Esther, holding the type of gun that
killed the man.

END ON A STRONG BUTTON
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MARTYR ACT FOUR

23 No (A) Abraham is interrogated and denies that he was a Nazi.
He’s identified by the man from the Jewish agency. He
denies that he killed the victim, denies that he was in
Hitler youth. He shows Mac the tattoo to prove that he’s a
Jew.

24 Big No (A) Mac argues that the handwriting on the tattoo doesn’t
match the handwriting of the person who did the
tattooing in the camps in 1942. Mac says that after the
war Abraham had to pretend to be a Jew to escape Europe
and come to America. Abraham vehemently denies that

he’s a Nazi.
25 Final Yes Mac says that there are people from the Israeli
(A resolved) government who can verify that he’s a Nazi. Mac asks

Abraham if he has something to say. In German, Abraham
says “We should have killed them all.”

Abraham sees his son after the interrogation, and the son
walks away, disgusted.

Mac gets an email with another video interview. The man
Theme in the video talks about how he was saved by an American
reinforced soldier who carried him out of the barracks. The man in
(Things happen | the video says that the American restored his faith, and it
for a reason) turns out that the soldier was Mac’s father.

Mac flies off to the woman from the first video to return
the brooch. She kisses him and asks him if he knows what
“Yarhtzeit” means. It's the anniversary of the death of a
relative. She says that this time it will be a celebration.
She offers Mac a yarmulke to honor his father and they
light the remembrance candle together.

END ON A STRONG BUTTON THAT RESETS THE SERIES
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