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PHYSICAL	
  	
  QUESTION	
  (A	
  STORY)	
  –	
  Will	
  Walter	
  survive	
  getting	
  into	
  the	
  meth	
  
business?	
  
EMOTIONAL	
  QUESTION	
  (B	
  STORY)	
  –	
  Will	
  Walter	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  take	
  care	
  of	
  his	
  family	
  
now	
  that	
  he’s	
  sick?	
  
SPIRITUAL	
  QUESTION	
  (C	
  STORY)	
  –	
  How	
  far	
  is	
  Walter	
  willing	
  to	
  go	
  as	
  he	
  gets	
  pulled	
  
into	
  the	
  worlds	
  of	
  cancer	
  and	
  drugs?	
  
	
  

	
   ORPHAN	
   TEASER	
  
1	
   Physical	
  

question	
  
introduced.	
  (A)	
  

	
  
We	
  see	
  the	
  
tension	
  of	
  the	
  
episode.	
  	
  
	
  (‘No	
  more	
  
violence’	
  

juxtaposed	
  with	
  
scene	
  of	
  extreme	
  

violence.)	
  	
  

Walter	
  and	
  Jesse	
  in	
  the	
  RV.	
  	
  Tells	
  Jesse	
  that	
  he’s	
  the	
  silent	
  
partner,	
  wants	
  no	
  more	
  violence,	
  however	
  the	
  TEASER	
  ends	
  
with	
  a	
  shot	
  of	
  Walter	
  on	
  a	
  street	
  with	
  a	
  burning	
  building,	
  his	
  
head	
  shaved,	
  his	
  nose	
  bloodied,	
  and	
  with	
  a	
  determined	
  look	
  
on	
  his	
  face.	
  	
  In	
  his	
  hand	
  is	
  a	
  bloody	
  bag.	
  	
  Clearly	
  this	
  is	
  a	
  
flash-­‐forward	
  to	
  something	
  we’ll	
  see	
  later.	
  

	
   	
   END	
  ON	
  A	
  STRONG	
  BUTTON	
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   ACT	
  ONE	
  
2	
   Emotional	
  

question	
  is	
  
introduced.	
  (B)	
  

Walter	
  goes	
  for	
  chemo.	
  	
  He	
  doesn’t	
  want	
  his	
  wife	
  to	
  stay	
  
with	
  him.	
  	
  Made	
  up	
  a	
  story	
  that	
  he	
  got	
  some	
  money	
  in	
  from	
  
his	
  old	
  associate.	
  	
  Hands	
  check	
  to	
  clinic	
  and	
  asks	
  if	
  they	
  can	
  
hold	
  off	
  depositing	
  it.	
  

3	
   Thematic	
  
statement	
  made	
  
	
  

Fourth	
  act	
  
solution	
  

Chemistry	
  class.	
  	
  Gives	
  the	
  chemical	
  metaphor	
  for	
  the	
  lesson	
  
of	
  the	
  episode	
  (rapid	
  chemical	
  reaction	
  creates	
  explosion.)	
  

4	
   Spiritual	
  
question	
  is	
  

introduced	
  (C)	
  

He’s	
  ill	
  in	
  the	
  bathroom	
  at	
  school	
  from	
  the	
  chemo.	
  	
  Janitor	
  
shows	
  him	
  kindness.	
  

5	
   Physical,	
  	
  
question	
  is	
  
amplified	
  (A)	
  

Walter,	
  wife,	
  and	
  son	
  at	
  cancer	
  family	
  support	
  group.	
  	
  Wife	
  
and	
  son	
  say	
  they	
  wonder	
  where	
  Walter	
  goes	
  in	
  the	
  
afternoons.	
  	
  He	
  says	
  that	
  he	
  likes	
  to	
  be	
  alone.	
  	
  Says	
  it	
  feels	
  
better	
  sometimes	
  to	
  not	
  talk	
  to	
  anyone	
  about	
  anything.	
  	
  Has	
  
to	
  come	
  up	
  with	
  made	
  up	
  story	
  about	
  what	
  he	
  does	
  when	
  
he’s	
  alone.	
  	
  Says	
  that	
  he	
  enjoys	
  walks.	
  

6	
   Physical,	
  
Emotional,	
  and	
  

Spiritual	
  
questions	
  are	
  
amplified	
  
(A,	
  B)	
  

He’s	
  in	
  the	
  RV	
  mixing	
  a	
  batch	
  of	
  meth,	
  but	
  he’s	
  too	
  ill	
  to	
  
continue.	
  	
  Bursts	
  out	
  and	
  Jesse	
  tells	
  Walter	
  that	
  he	
  knows	
  
he’s	
  got	
  cancer.	
  	
  Knows	
  because	
  his	
  aunt	
  died	
  of	
  cancer.	
  	
  She	
  
lasted	
  7	
  months.	
  	
  Jesse	
  says	
  that	
  he	
  now	
  understands	
  why	
  
Walter	
  is	
  doing	
  all	
  this.	
  	
  Walter	
  can’t	
  finish	
  the	
  batch	
  and	
  
sends	
  Jesse	
  in	
  to	
  do	
  it.	
  	
  Jesse	
  is	
  hesitant	
  at	
  first,	
  but	
  does	
  it.	
  

7	
   Physical	
  stakes	
  
are	
  raised	
  

(A)	
  

Hank,	
  Walter’s	
  DEA	
  agent	
  brother-­‐in-­‐law,	
  gets	
  a	
  report	
  on	
  
the	
  respirator	
  mask	
  they	
  found	
  at	
  the	
  old	
  cook	
  site.	
  	
  Agents	
  
were	
  able	
  to	
  pull	
  old	
  writing	
  from	
  the	
  mask	
  linking	
  it	
  to	
  
Walter’s	
  school	
  and	
  the	
  chem	
  lab.	
  

	
   CENTRAL	
  
QUESTION(S)	
  

Will	
  Walter	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  make	
  meth	
  without	
  getting	
  caught,	
  
take	
  care	
  of	
  his	
  family,	
  	
  and	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  hold	
  onto	
  his	
  
morality?	
  

	
   	
   END	
  ON	
  A	
  STRONG	
  BUTTON	
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   WANDERER	
   ACT	
  TWO	
  
8	
   Yes	
  (A)	
   Jesse	
  makes	
  a	
  bunch	
  of	
  deliveries,	
  smokes	
  some	
  himself.	
  	
  

We	
  see	
  he’s	
  unhappy.	
  
9	
   No	
  (A,B)	
   Jesse	
  arrives	
  late	
  at	
  the	
  cook	
  site..	
  	
  Comes	
  back	
  with	
  only	
  

$2600	
  from	
  selling	
  one	
  ounce.	
  	
  Walter	
  wants	
  to	
  know	
  why	
  
he	
  didn’t	
  sell	
  the	
  entire	
  pound.	
  	
  Walter	
  doesn’t	
  like	
  the	
  
return	
  on	
  the	
  risk.	
  	
  Tells	
  Jesse	
  that	
  they	
  have	
  to	
  move	
  their	
  
product	
  in	
  bulk.	
  	
  Jesse	
  suggests	
  selling	
  to	
  a	
  distributer.	
  	
  
Someone	
  named	
  Tuco	
  took	
  over	
  for	
  Crazy	
  8	
  (who	
  Walter	
  
killed).	
  	
  Jesse	
  says	
  it’s	
  too	
  risky	
  going	
  to	
  Tuco.	
  
	
  
Next	
  chemo	
  session.	
  	
  Walter	
  pays	
  and	
  asks	
  if	
  they	
  can	
  wait	
  
before	
  depositing	
  check	
  again.	
  

10	
   Yes	
  (C)	
   Walter	
  is	
  ill	
  in	
  the	
  school	
  bathroom	
  again.	
  	
  Janitor	
  gives	
  him	
  
stick	
  of	
  gum.	
  

11	
   No	
  (C,	
  A)	
   Hank	
  comes,	
  shows	
  Walter	
  the	
  respirator.	
  	
  Walter	
  says	
  that	
  
he	
  doesn’t	
  know	
  anything	
  about	
  it.	
  	
  Hank	
  checks	
  the	
  chem	
  
lab	
  inventory.	
  	
  Discovers	
  some	
  missing	
  respirators	
  and	
  
glassware.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Walter	
  gets	
  a	
  call	
  from	
  Jesse.	
  	
  He	
  has	
  an	
  in	
  with	
  Tuco.	
  	
  Hank	
  
tells	
  Walter	
  to	
  keep	
  an	
  eye	
  on	
  his	
  stuff.	
  	
  Knows	
  that	
  it’s	
  been	
  
taken	
  to	
  cook	
  meth.	
  

	
   WARRIOR	
   	
  

12	
   Yes	
  (A)	
   Jesse	
  and	
  his	
  friend	
  get	
  in	
  to	
  see	
  Tuco.	
  	
  Tuco	
  makes	
  Jesse	
  try	
  
the	
  meth.	
  	
  Tuco	
  tries	
  it,	
  likes	
  it.	
  	
  Makes	
  a	
  deal,	
  but...	
  

13	
   No	
  (A,B)	
   ...Tuco	
  wants	
  him	
  to	
  leave	
  without	
  handing	
  off	
  money.	
  	
  Jesse	
  
tries	
  to	
  make	
  a	
  run	
  for	
  it.	
  	
  Tuco	
  puts	
  money	
  in	
  a	
  sack	
  and	
  
then	
  beats	
  Jesse	
  with	
  it.	
  	
  Tells	
  him	
  that	
  nobody	
  moves	
  meth	
  
in	
  the	
  area	
  except	
  for	
  him.	
  

	
   	
   END	
  ON	
  A	
  STRONG	
  BUTTON	
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   WARRIOR	
  
(cont)	
  

ACT	
  THREE	
  

14	
   Yes	
  (C)	
   Hank	
  arrests	
  the	
  janitor	
  at	
  school.	
  	
  We	
  don’t	
  know	
  why.	
  
15	
   No	
  (A,	
  B)	
   Walter	
  tries	
  calling	
  Jesse	
  who	
  is	
  missing.	
  	
  
16	
   Yes	
  (C)	
   Walter	
  plays	
  cards	
  with	
  his	
  wife,	
  Hank	
  and	
  Hank’s	
  wife.	
  	
  Son	
  

asks	
  why	
  Janitor	
  was	
  arrested.	
  	
  We	
  find	
  out	
  that	
  he	
  had	
  a	
  
prior	
  possession	
  record.	
  	
  Hank	
  assumes	
  he’s	
  the	
  one	
  who	
  
stole	
  the	
  chemistry	
  equipment,	
  although	
  none	
  was	
  found	
  at	
  
Janitor’s	
  apartment.	
  	
  Walter	
  wants	
  to	
  know	
  what’s	
  going	
  to	
  
happen	
  to	
  the	
  Janitor?	
  	
  Hank	
  says	
  probably	
  spend	
  a	
  few	
  
months	
  in	
  country	
  jail.	
  	
  Hank	
  says	
  that	
  he’s	
  ‘all	
  in’	
  while	
  
playing	
  cards.	
  	
  Walter	
  bluffed	
  him.	
  	
  	
  

17	
   No	
  (A)	
   Walter	
  showers,	
  and	
  we	
  see	
  his	
  hair	
  is	
  falling	
  out.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Walter	
  calls	
  Jesse	
  and	
  discovers	
  he’s	
  in	
  the	
  hospital.	
  

18	
   Yes	
  (A,	
  B,	
  C)	
   Goes	
  to	
  the	
  hospital	
  and	
  sees	
  that	
  Jesse	
  has	
  been	
  beaten	
  up	
  
by	
  Tuco,	
  the	
  meth	
  and	
  money	
  gone.	
  	
  Walter	
  wants	
  Jesse’s	
  
friend	
  to	
  tell	
  him	
  everything	
  he	
  knows	
  about	
  Tuco.	
  

	
   	
   END	
  ON	
  A	
  STRONG	
  BUTTON	
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   MARTYR	
   ACT	
  FOUR	
  
19	
   No	
  (C)	
   Walter	
  pees	
  and	
  it’s	
  a	
  crazy	
  bright	
  orange	
  from	
  the	
  chemo.	
  	
  

We	
  see	
  that	
  his	
  hair	
  is	
  really	
  going	
  and	
  he’s	
  got	
  a	
  dozen	
  
bottles	
  of	
  pills.	
  	
  He	
  inspects	
  his	
  hair	
  and	
  grabs	
  a	
  beard	
  
trimmer.	
  

20	
   Big	
  Yes	
  (C,	
  A)	
   Walter	
  arrives	
  at	
  breakfast	
  and	
  his	
  wife	
  and	
  son	
  are	
  
surprised	
  to	
  see	
  that	
  he’s	
  shaved	
  his	
  head.	
  	
  Son	
  is	
  impressed	
  
that	
  Walter	
  now	
  looks	
  like	
  ‘bad-­‐ass	
  Dad.’	
  
	
  
Walter	
  goes	
  to	
  Tuco’s	
  building.	
  	
  We	
  recognize	
  this	
  from	
  the	
  
Teaser.	
  	
  Finds	
  someone	
  and	
  says	
  the	
  he	
  wants	
  to	
  talk	
  to	
  
Tuco.	
  	
  He’s	
  shown	
  in.	
  	
  	
  

21	
   No	
  (A,	
  B)	
   Gets	
  pushed	
  around	
  by	
  the	
  guards	
  who	
  take	
  another	
  pound	
  
of	
  meth	
  off	
  of	
  him.	
  

22	
   Big	
  No	
  (A,	
  B)	
  
	
  

He	
  meets	
  Tuco	
  and	
  says	
  that	
  his	
  name	
  is	
  Heisenburg.	
  	
  Tells	
  
Tuco	
  he	
  wants	
  fifty	
  thousand	
  for	
  the	
  stolen	
  meth	
  and	
  Jesse’s	
  
pain	
  and	
  suffering.	
  	
  Tuco	
  laughs.	
  	
  

23	
   Act	
  four	
  solution	
  	
  
	
  

Final	
  Yes	
  (C	
  
resolved,	
  B	
  
resolved,	
  A	
  
resolved)	
  

Walter	
  takes	
  a	
  piece	
  of	
  what	
  we	
  thought	
  was	
  meth	
  and	
  
throws	
  it.	
  	
  It	
  explodes	
  in	
  the	
  room,	
  blowing	
  out	
  the	
  
windows.	
  	
  Threatens	
  to	
  throw	
  the	
  whole	
  bag.	
  	
  Makes	
  a	
  deal	
  
with	
  Tuco.	
  	
  Gets	
  the	
  money	
  and	
  gets	
  Tuco	
  to	
  buy	
  2	
  pounds	
  
of	
  meth	
  next	
  week.	
  
	
  
We	
  replay	
  what	
  we	
  saw	
  in	
  the	
  Teaser	
  as	
  Walter	
  goes	
  back	
  to	
  
his	
  car.	
  	
  He	
  checks	
  the	
  money	
  in	
  the	
  bag.	
  	
  Gives	
  out	
  an	
  
animalistic	
  scream	
  of	
  victory.	
  

	
   	
   END	
  ON	
  A	
  STRONG	
  BUTTON	
  	
  THAT	
  LEADS	
  TO	
  NEXT	
  
EPISODE	
  

	
  
	
  


